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WEATIIERWISEOR  OTHER WISE. 
t>-  *  l  ^  *  *•“ — - 


On  last  Thors  day  we  hail  a  conversa¬ 
tion  with  Mr.  Solomon  Strauser,  who  re¬ 
sides  several  miles  nortli-west  of  this 
town,  and  who  was  85  years  of  age  last 
February.  He  informed  us  that  the 
weather  was  pleasant,  and  that  it  would 
continue  to  be  so  until  at  least  about  the 
middle  of  December.  Winter  would  not 
cot  in  before  that  date.  Tie  liesita  d 
to  express  an  endorsement  of  his  prog¬ 
nostication,  which  his  quick  .eye  did  not 
not  fail  to  see,  and  with  emphasis  he  de¬ 
clared  that  during  the  last  sixty  years  he 
never  failed  when  the  proper  timecame  to 
j  predict  a  spell  of  six  weeks’  weather,  and 
I  that  sixty  times  las  predictions  were  ver- 
ilicd.  He  was  not  feeble,  Iris  natural 
powers  were  not  much  abated,  and  we 
modestly  inquired  of  the  venerable  weatli- 
I  er  seer  upon  what  theory  .or  fact  ho  b  aaed 
his  prediction.  He  promptly  replied 
that  Howards  of  sixty  years  ago  he  had 
been  told  that  All  Saints’  Day  and  All 
Souls’  Day,  always  occurring  on  the  1st 
and  2d  of  November  were  followed  by  six 


weeks  of  similar  weather  ;  if  cold,  stormy, 
wet  or  wintry,  then  by  the  same  kind  of  |  ! 
weather  ;  if  pleasant,  then  by  fair  Fail 
weather.  He  added  that,  because  the 
1st  and  2d  days  of  this  month  were  beau¬ 
tiful  and  pleasant  Fad  days,  for  the  six 
weeks  ensuing  the  weather  would  be  of 
the  same  description.  He  inter. imd 
that  he  lmd  often  been  consulted  by  per-  y 

sons  about  to  build,  &c.,  as  to  the  state  J 

of  the  weather,  and  that  in  no  case  had  | 
an  error  been  discovered  in  the  fulfilment 
of  his  weather  prophecy.  Although  his  | 
sincerity  demanded  and  secured  our  re¬ 
spect  and  attention,  yet  we  had  not  faith 
enough  to  indorse  his  theory  ns  one  log-  1 
iaallv  correct,  though  others  may  do  so. 

What  possible  effect  could  festival  days 
have  on-  six  weeks’  weather  to  come,  no 
matter  for  what  purpose  commemora-  ^ 
led  ? 

All  Saints’  Day,  as  we  learn  by  con- 
suiting  the  authorities,  is,  in  old  English,  i 
AU-Hailows,  'All-Hallowmas,  or  simply 
Hallowmas,-  a  festival  of  the  Homan 
Catholic  Church,  introduced  because  of  ; 
of  the  impossibility  of  keeping  a  separate 
day  for  every  saiut.lt  was  instituted  ny 
VOiv-’orv  IV.,  in  805,  and  appointed  to 
.  VceieUv.ted.ui the  1st  of  November. 


All  Soul  I  jay  is  a  festival  of  bhe  Homan 
Catholic  Burch,  which  falls  on  the  -s.1  oi 
NoveuibJf  The  object  oi  it  is,  by  pray¬ 
ers  mid  thanksgiving  to  alleviate  the  j 
souls  in  purgatory.  It  was  iirst  instituted 
in  the  monastery  of  Clngna,  993.  Its  or  -  I 
igui  was  this  :  A  pilgrim  iv  t  nming  fromtho  \ 
Holy  Land  was  compelled  by  a  storm  to  I 
land  on  a  rocky  island  so  mew  her  -  between 
Sicilv  and  Thessalonica.  Here  he  found 
,a  hermit,  who  told  him  that  among  the  J 
eiiifs  of  the  island  was  si  1  .rated  the  .open-  jl 
j.;.-,,,  into  the  under  world,  through  which 
jillgo  names  ascended,  ana  the  gio.ius  UUu  j 
cries  oi  souls  tormented  by  evil  angels  ; 
.were  rivulibl  S  The  her  n  it  had  also  ire-  l 
oii.nl  1  .y  heard  the  comp  hauls  mi  a  ini-  ■ 
pn-cations  of  the  devils  at  Hie  number  of  j 
s,,u.j.s  that  were  torn  fr.-m  them  by  the  | 
prayers  and  alum  of  the  pioas.  The  g 
fact  (?)  having  been  made  Known,  the  . 
dav  after  All  Saints  was  appointed  to  be  ; 
«.-ept  ju  the  monastery  as  an  annual  fes-  I 
Pwd  for  “All  Souls.  ”  The  observance  , 
was  quickly  adopted  by  the  whole  Catch- 
otic  world. 

So  much  for  the  two  festival  days,  as  ; 
made  known  byhistory.  They  are  myths,  •  ' 
notions  of  the  past,  and  in  this  portion  • 
of  the  country  their  origin  is  generally  1 
unknown  and  their  observance,  as  fosti- j 
vals,  has  never  been  in  trod  aaed. 

Some  people  attach  no  little  impor-  j 
tance  to  particular  days,  regarding  them,  j 
as  foretellers  of  the  weather,  health,  ; 
fruit  &c.  One  day, for  iustanoe,  breaks  . 
ioe  if  it  finds  it,  and  makes  it  if  there, 
is  none.  Ember  Days  are  supposed  to-; 
indicate  the  price  of  cereals.  Candlemas  j 

is  considered  as  having  some  influence  g 

oil  the  coming  weather.  Home  good,, 
folks  consult  the  signs  in  the  Almanacs  \ 
when  they  plan!  shrubbery  and  flowers,  J 
and  also  when  they  sow  seeds— when 
they  build  fences  and  put  on  roofs,  when 
they  slaughter  stock  for  family  use,  and  • 

when  they  wean  children. 

It  D  not  strange  that  such  notions  H 
prevail,  though  to  a  considerable  extend 
in  this  part  of  the  country,  many  old  | 
mustv  notions  are  fading  away,  because  j 
they  "have  been  bequeathed  for  centuries  $ 
from  sire  to  son,  from  mother  to  ilaugh-  I 
ter  ;  and  they  have  formed  a  consulera-  { 
bie'piut  ci  the  education  of  all  classes.  J 
Some  people  arc  naturally  superstition^  I 


Hie  others,  over  wise,  tliu-iii  tucy 
the  knowledge  to  foretell  what  coming 


events  are  casting  their  shadows  before. 


/There  is  no  law,  except  the  law  of 
common  sense,  to  prevent  the  indulgence 
of  the  imagination  in  snoli  dreams. 

The  belief  in  witchcraft  and  sorcery 
lias  well  nigh  faded  away  in  this  country _ 
Fifty  years  ago  our  German  and  Scotch- 
Irish  forefathers  believed  it  as  port  of 
their -religion.  If  mistaken,  as  we  think 
they  were,  they  wore  at  least  honest  ana 
had  the  courage  to  maintain  what  they 
firmly  .believed  to  be  the  truth  as  taught 
not  only  by  their  Bibles  'out  by  experi¬ 
ence.  Witchcraft  was  punished  by  death. 
The  world  moves.  Opinions  change. 

Wi’d  a  few  score  years  lienee  expose 
as  myths  ma  ny  notions  now  field 
.as  truths  ?  And  if  so  what  will  they  be  ? 
Judging  the  future  by  the  experience  of  the 
■past,  we  may  reasonably  concede  that  many 
of  our  present  beliefs  and  notions,  and  even 
our  acknowledged  principles  of  science,  may 
be  brushed  away  by  new  and  severer  tests  of 
truth.  Let  this  thought  teach  us  to  look  leni¬ 
ently  at  the  errors  of  former  ages,  and  also 
to  expect  that  when  our  turn  comes  we  may 
be  fonnd  to  have  been  weighed  in  the  scales 
of  common  sense  and  found  in  many  tilings 
to  be  wanting. 


From, . C  '7  l  . 
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The  Westbound  Sail  Train  Thrown 
Into  the  Old  Canal 


IT  NEWPORT  YESTERDAY  MORNING 


Engineer  Wolfkiel  and  Fireman  Haines, 
Both  of  this  City,  Lost  Their 
Lives,  and  Nine  Others 
,  Were  Injured. 


SOME  DETAILS  OF  THE  DISASTER 


Ni 


3KT,  Pa., 


ing  of  an  axle  of  a  car 


firema 


freight  train  on  the 
road  at  Trimmer’s  Rock,  a 
miles  east  of  here,  shortly  afte 
this  morning,  threw-  several 
freight  directly  across  the 
track  and  wrecked  the  w’est  bo 
train  from  Philadelphia  for 
that  was  speeding  by  at  the  t: 
ing  the  death  of  two  men  and  the  in 
of  (pine  others.  The  dead  are 
Daniel  Wolfkiel,  Altoona,  engineer. 
Joseph  U.  Haines,  Altoona, 
both  of  the  mail  train. 

The  injured  are: 

C.  A.  Chamberlain,  of  Harrisburg,  arr . 

broken  and  wrist  fractured. 

E.  L.  Colville,  of  Pittsburg,  iw'oun 
above  right  ear  and  arm  sprained. 

E.  I.  Brand,  of  Harrisburg,  back  of  hea' 
contused,  slight  cut  over  nose,  wris 
sprained  and  arm  injured. 

A.  E.  Woodruff,  of  Lewistown,  leg  ant  ’ 
back  sprained. 

S.  Groff,  of  Mount  Joy,  contused  abra 
sion  of  fingers. 

A.  T.  Rowan,  of  Trenton,  N.  J.,  slight  ; 

injury  to  shoulder  and  leg. 

George  Gilmor,  contusion  of  shoulder.  . 

J.  C.  Campbell,  of  Gailitzin,  abrasion  of 
scalp  and  sprain  of  knee. 

Joseph  Donald,  of  Mifflin,  freight  brake- 
man,  sprain  of  lumbar  muscles  and 
sprain  of  left  ankle. 

With  the  exception  of  Donald,  all  the 
injured  are  postal  clerks.  They  were 
taken  to  the  City  hospital,  at  Harrisburg, 
where  none  of  those  injured  were  pro¬ 
nounced  in  a  serious  condition. 

The  mail  train  w'recked  left  Philadel¬ 
phia  at  10.25  last  night.  Beside  the 
passenger,  sleeping  and  day  coaches, 
there  were  six  mail  cars  directly  behind 
the  engine.  The  train  had  already  en¬ 
tered  the  block  and  was  running  at  a 
high  rate  of  speed,  when  the  axle  of  a 
car  on  an  east-bound  freight  broke  and 
threw'  several  cars  on  the  track  directly 
in  front  of  the  rapidly  approaching 
mail.  Engineer  Wolfkiel  had  hardly 
time  to  reverse  his  lever,  when  his  en¬ 
gine  struck  the  freight  cars  and,  turning 
completely  around,  toppled  over  a  high 
embankment  into  the  canal. 

In  the  mail  cars  the  postal  clerks  were 
busy  distributing  the  mail  and  how 
many  of  them  escaped  instant  death  was 
remarkable.  When  the  crash  came  fou» 
of  the  mail  cars  were  smashed  together* 
in  an  inextricable  mass  and  hurled  fro  a -I 
the  tracks,  the  end  of  one  car  landing  in\'" ' 
the  canal.  The  injured  clerks  crawled', 
from  the  broken  cars  and  escaped  the  / 
dreadful  death  of  cremation,  for  the  : 
wreck  soon  took  fire  and  began  to  blaze  Ij 
fiercely.  Help  was  telegraphed  for  tc  - 
Harrisburg  and  Mifflintovvn.  The  Har¬ 
risburg  fire  department  and  the  staff 
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/Hospital  of  that  city  were  hur- 
jie  scene  on  a  special  train.  In 
ieantime  a  wrecking  crew  had  ar- 
and  the  two  mail  cars  that  had  not 
i/en  broken  and  the  rest  of  the  train 
vrere  pulled  away  from  the  burning 
wreck.  When  the  relief  train  from  Har¬ 
risburg  arrived  the  firemen  had  but  little 
to  do,  as  the  four  mail  cars  and  their  con¬ 
tents  were  nearly  consumed,  but  the 
physicians  were  kept  busy  attending  to 
the  injured  who  were  hurriedly  sent  to 
Harrisburg. 

The  wrecking  crews  at  once  started  to 
clear  the  track  and  within  a  few  hours 
trains  were  again  running  as  usual  past 
the  scene  of  the  wreck.  Down  in  the 
canal  the  bodies  of  Engineer  Wolfkiel 
and  Fireman  Haines  were  buried  be¬ 
neath  the  weight  of  the  massive  engine. 
The  wrecking  crews  worked  unceasingly 
and  finally  came  upon  the  body  of  Wolf¬ 
kiel.  The  unfortunate  engineer  was 
found  standing  erect  under  the  tender  of 
the  engine.  The  body  was  only  slightly 
bruised  and  the  man  had  evidently 
drowned  like  a  rat  in  a  trap.  It  was  not 
until  5.15  this  evening  that  the  body  of 
Fireman  Haines  was  found.  He  had  evi¬ 
dently  jumped  when  the  wreck  came 
and  had  been  caught  beneath  one  of  the 
mail  cars,  for  he  was  found  under  a  truck 
of  one  of  these  cars.  One  leg  was  cut  off 
and  the  body  was  otherwise  badly  mutil¬ 
ated.  Both  men  were  married  and  leave 
a  widow  and  two  children  each. 

Wolfkiel  was  one  of  the  oldest  engi¬ 
neers  in  the  employ  of  the  railroad,  while 
Haines  was  but  27  years  old. 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  sacks  di¬ 
rected  to  Louisville,  St.  Louis,  Oregon 
and  one  or  tu  o  other  points,  the  mail  in 
the  wrecked  cars  was  destroyed.  The 
sacks  saved  were  in  the  end  of  the  car 
that  fell  into  the  canal,  but  the  letters  in 
them  are  badly  damaged  from  water. 


ENGINEER  AND  FIREMAN. 


Some  History  of  the  Two  Men  Who  Were 
Killed  Near  Newport. 

Samuel  D.  Wolfkiel,  the  dead  engi¬ 
neer,  was  born  near  McVeytown,  De¬ 
cember  2,  1844.  Thirty-six  years  of  his 
life  he  spent  in  the  employ  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Railroad  company  in  various 
capacities  as  brakeman,  fireman  and  en¬ 
gineer,  being  employed  over  twenty 
years  in  the  last  named  capacity.  His 
Mrecord  as  a  brave  soldier  is  unimpeach¬ 
able,  he  having  enlisted  twice  during  the 
late  war.  His  first  enlistment  was  with 
company  I,  One  Hundred  and  Twenty- 
fifth  Pennsylvania  volunteers  in  1862. 
|He  served  with  this  company  one  year 
,and  was  honorably  discharged  in  1863. 
lOn  February  2,  1865,  he  was  married  in 
'  ewistown  to  Miss  Margaret  Snyder  and 
the  evening  of  his  wedding  day  de- 


.  ,  .  -■  ■  ■■  -t« 

parted  again  for  the  vfar,  he 
listed  in  company  C,  Seven, 
Pennsylvania  volunteers.  He  se> 
this  regiment  until  the  close  of  the  w. 
when  he  was  mustered  out. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  he  came  with 
his  wife  to  this  city,  where  he  resided 
until  the  time  of  hi"s  death.  He  was  a 
member  of  post  62,  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic;  of  Logan  lodge  No.  79,  Knights 
of  Pythias,  and  the  local  branch  of  the 
Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Engineers. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  First  Lutheran 
church  of  this  city  for  a  great  many 
years  and  was  always  active  in  church 
work.  He  was  a  genial,  kindly  gentle¬ 
man,  having  always  and  ready  sympa¬ 
thy  and  a  helping  hand  for  those  in 
need.  Aside  from  the  fact  that  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  will  have  charge  of 
the  funeral,  nothing  further  has  been,  as 
yet,  arranged. 

The  dead  fireman,  Joseph  W.  Haines, 
was  born  in  Newport,  Perry  county, 
twenty-seven  years  ago.  About  eight 
years  ago  he  came  to  this  city  and  se¬ 
cured  employment  with  the  Pennsylva- 
I  nia  Railroad  company.  He  had  been  a 
passenger  fireman  for  two  years  previous 
to  his  decease.  Seven  years  ago  he  mar¬ 
ried  Cora  Roddy,  who,  with  two  chil¬ 
dren,  William  and  Miriam,  yet  survives 
him.  Besides  his  mother,  who  lives  in 
Newport,  he  is  also  survived  by  three 
sisters  and  two  brothers.  These  are: 
Mrs.  Lin  Smith,  of  Newport;  Mrs.  Cauli¬ 
flower  and  Mrs.  Galbraith,  of  this  city; 
Benjamin  and  John  Haines,  also  of  this 
city. 

The  deceased  was  a  member  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  Relief,  and  at¬ 
tended  the  First  Presbyterian  churcli. 
An  odd  thing  about  the  sad  circum¬ 
stances  of  his  death  is  that  the  trip  on 
which  he  was  killed  was  his  first  for 
some  time,  he  having  just  recovered  f 
from  a  long  illness.  He  was  a  young  j 
man  of  many  excellent  qualities  and  i 
was  greatly  liked  by  his  fellow-train- 1 
men.  Mrs.  Haines  and  the  children  ar- 1 
rived  in  Newport  yesterday  afternoon,  j 
where  the  remains  of  her  dead  husband  i 
will  be  interred. 
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r p  EARLY  HISTORY. 

1  Dimcannon’s  Former  History  Pleasantly 
Recalled. 


Our  Ancestry  and  What  Was  Accom¬ 
plished  by  Them  in  Former 
Years. 

The  following  article  appeared  in 
our  Industrial  issue  of  April,  189-1: 

In  writing  the  early  history  of  our 
town  we  hope  our  readers  will  he  leni¬ 
ent  wilh  us,  as  the  writer  is  a  very 
young  man  and  gleaned  his  only  in¬ 
formation  from  a  few  old  residents  and 
from  data,  wh ich  is  very  limited,  at 
his  disposal. 

The  town  was  formerly  known  as 
Petersburg  but  its  name  was  changed 
to  Duucannon  iu  1865,  when  it  was 
.  incorporated  as  a  borough. 

The  suburbs  at  the  present  time  ex¬ 
ceed  in  population  the  incorporated 
part.  That  part  of  the  town  North  of 
the  borough  is  called  Uppei  Duncan- 
nou,  although  the  older  citizens  still 
'  delight  in  speaking  of  it  as  Baskius- 
i  ville;  the  part  Southeast,  as  Lower 
I  Duncan  nou;  the  part  directly  back  of 
i  town  along  the  deep  narrow  valley,  as 
l  Stewartsville;  the  beautiful  suburb 
j  located  on  the  high  bluff,  as  Carvers- 
j  ville;  and  the  part  South  of  Sherman’s 
•!  Creek,  as  Boston. 

The  tract  of  land  on  which  the  bor¬ 
ough  now  stands  was  warranted  June 
*3,  1762,  by  John  Brown  and  contained 
two  hundred  and  sixty-seven  acres.  On 
August  30,  1777,  it  was  purchased  by 
Robert  McHassy,  who  died  a  few  years 
later,  when  it  passed  into  the  hands  of 
Samuel  Goudy,  the  Administrator. 
Marshal  Stanly,  Assignee  of  John 
Brown,  obtained  judgment  against 
j  Goudy,  as  Administrator  of  McHassy, 

’  and  the  property  was  sold  by  the  High 
Sheriff  of  Cumberland  county  to 
Samuel  Postelthwaite,  who  sold  it  to 


Robert  Armstrong  in  October,  1 786. 

In  September  1792  he  sold  a  part 
Christian  Miller,  who  at  once  laid  oi 
a  town  iuto  lots,  named  it  Petersbur; 
and  begau  the  sale  of  lots. 


Lot  No.  2  was  on  the  corner  of  Cum® 

berland  and  Water  street  and  ran  bac 

to  Market  and  is  now  owned  by  Fran! 

Harper,  the  tonsorial  artist.  It  w  | 

the  first  lot  sold.  By  this  it  will 

seen  that  Duncannou  formerly  had  , 

street  called  Water  street,  which  isnc"  l 

completely  washed  away. 

In  early  history  the  interest  of  the 

cluster  of  settlements  5 was  at  Clark’s 

Ferry.  A  stage  route  was  run  as  ear¬ 
ly  as  1821  from  tins  point  to  Concord 

Franklin  County.  A  stone  taver. 

is 

was  also  built  there  by  Robert  Clar 
and  a  not  uncommon  sight  was  to  st 
a  dozen  or  more  of  large  Conestog 

il 

wagons,  on  their  way  West,  drawn  b;  j 
six  or  eight  horses  each,  drawn  up  in 
line  at  the  inn-yard  waiting  their  turn 
,  to  be  ferried. 


The  ferry  was  the  leading  business 
place  till  1839.  During  that  year  an 
act  was  passed  authorizing  the  con -I 
struetion  of  a  bridge  across  the  Juniata, 
which  was  built  the  same  year;  and  on 
June  21st  an  act  was  passed  authoriz¬ 
ing  the  Iron  Company  to  construct  a 

I  railroad  from  the  Pennsylvania  Canal, 
at  Duncan’s  Island,  to  Sherman's 
Creek.  The  road  was  to  begin  at  a 
point  on  the  Pennsylvania.  Canal  at 
Duncan’s  Island,  not  exceeding  one- 
fourth  of  a  mile  from  the  eastern  end  of 
the  bridge,  to  cross  the  same  to  the 
West  bank  of  the  .Juniata,  to  pass 
through  or  near  Petersburg  (now  Dun- 
’  cannon)  to  terminate  at  or  near  the 
month  of  Sherman’s  creek,  a  distance 
of  two  miles.  The  railroad  was  built 
for  the  use  of  the  Iron  Works,  to  bring 
coal  from  the  canal.  The  cars  were 
drawn  by  horses.  In  1845  the  bridge 
was  washed  away  and  rebuilt.  This 
■tjoad  was  then  used  until  the  destine- 
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turn  of  the  bridge  by  a  freshet  on  Mar.  h 
17,1865.  A  warehouse  and  wharf  was 
hen  erected  at  the  Acqueduet  and  the 
Iron  Company  had  its  coal  snipped 
_ from  there  by  the  Pennsylvania  Rai!- 
Hroad.  The  present  office  of  the  Dun- j 

Brannon  Iron  Company  was  erected  in 

« fthfl  and  occupied  on  January  14tb', 

867.  The  company  store  was  estab- 
lslied  in  1S28  or  about  flm  Time  aT^or’ge 

was  put  in  operation. 

In  the  sessions  of  1828  the  Legisla 
ture  enacted  a  law  arthorizing  Stephen 
.Duncan  and  John  D.  Mahon  to  build  a 
toll  bridge  across  Sherman’s  Creek  near 
its  month.  It  does  not  appear  that  a 
bridge  was  built  by  them,  but,  in  1832, 
the  comm  issioners  of  Perry  eouuty  let 
the  extract  to  erect  a  bridge. 

The  oldest  store  kept  in  town  was 
kept  by  a  Mr.  VanFossen  when  the 
town  co!  taiiu  cl  only  four  houses. 
Philip  Sw<  i'h  a  Cei  man, kept  the  first 
hotel.  At  tiii  .  ie  J  scnii  K -isor  w:  s 
’  post  master  at  Clara's  the  near¬ 

est  Post  Otli  e. 

The  oldest  church  in  town  was  the 
Methodist, which  was  dedicated  in  1838. 
The  first  preaching  by  the  congregation 
was  in  1812. 

The  furnace  was  erected  in  1853.  The 
Jold  charcoal  furnace  at  Montebello  was 
rperated  by  the  same  firm  until  1848 
when  it  was  blown  out  because  it  would 
no  longer  pay. 

Robert  Baskins  was  one  ot  the  first 
settlers  of  tbe  plot  of  ground  upon  which 
iUpper  Duncannon  is  now  built.  His 
settlement,  near  the  present  station  at 

! 

Juniata  Bridge  on  the  P.  R.  R.  was  at¬ 
tacked  by  Indians.  They  murdered 
Baskins,  burnt  his  house,  aDd  carried 
his  wife  and  children  away  with  them 
as  prisoners.  I 

I 

Amoug  the  first  settlers  of  Duncan’s 
(island  was  Marcus  Hulings  who  took 
ip  land  in  there  about  1753.  He  also 
ook  up  land  in  Watt’s  township.  Mr. 


P.  F.  Duucan,  cashier  of  the  Duncan- 
nou  National  Bank,  is  one  of  his  de¬ 
scendants. 

The  old  State  road  leading  from  the 
West  end  ot  the  Harrisburg  bridge  to 
this  place  was  laid  out  in  1829.  A  rug¬ 
ged  and  stony  way  led  along  tbe  river 
prior  to  this  time.  The  present  Valley 
road  was  laid  out  in  1868  and  finished 
in  1870. 

On  March  17th,  18tli  and  19th,  1865, 
the  town  was  visited  by  a  large  flood. 
The  dwellings  along  front  street  were 
at  the  mercy  of  the  water  which  was 
about  five  feet  deep  in  the  lower  stories. 
The  Juniata  bride  was  washed  away 
with  a  train  of  the  Iron  Company’s 
cars  which  were  run  on  it  to  help  weight 
it  down. 

In  Jauuary,  1886,  Sherman’s  Creek 
scored  its  highest  mark.  It  was  then 
thirteen  inches  higher  than  during  the 
great  flood  of  1809.  It  was  the  result  of 
three  days  rain  and  melting  snow  com¬ 
bined.  It  washed  away  a  pier  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  bridge  at  its 

mouth,  and  caused  the  precipitation  of 
a  freight  train  into  its  fioad  on  the  night 
of  the  4th.  By  the  disaster  the  crew, 
consisting  of  R.  M.  Turbett,  Anthony 
Baldwin,  and  Henry  McCahan,  ail  of 
Huntingdon,  Pa.,  lost  their  lives.  The 
conductor  of  the  train  and  Juo.  S.  Mil¬ 
ler,  of  the  Duncannon  Iron  Company’s 
train  were  swept  down  with  the  Hood 
and  hauled  into  shore  by  the  citizens  of 
Alien’s  Cove.  Mr.  Miller  is  now  a 
clerk  in  the  Iron  Company’s  store. 

In  June  1889,  another  Hood  visited 
the  town. 

Ii  come  near  reaching  the  second 
story  of  many  houses  on  Front  street. 
The  Juniata  bridge  above  town  went : 
down  Willi  l be  flood  again  aud  is  now 
replaced  by  a  modern  iron  structure 
which  is  a  credit  to  the  community. 


* 
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